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A.S. BYATT on Mark Jarman

At last. It is very irritating to discover a wonderful book published
too long ago to be an official "book of the year". | was talking to a German
friend, a few years ago, and we were trying to think of the greatest short
story ever. We agreed enthusiastically that it was Henry James's " The Beast
in the Jungle". Martin then said reflectively, "Unless it is 'Burn Man on a
Texas Porch'." | had never heard of that, nor of its author, Mark Anthony
Jarman, a Canadian (Canadians specialize in great short stories - Munro,
Atwood). Jarman's collection is called 19 Knives, and it is brilliant. The
writing is extraordinary, the stories are gripping, it is something new. And

now | can say so.
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